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research; indeed medical research workers in Russia earn
on an average more than practitioners.	*
The organisation of any single medical research institute
follows the pattern by now familiar to the reader. The
institute is divided into separate laboratories each under a
leader. Facilities such as the library, glass-blowing room,
stores, and so on, are common to all laboratories. Some
institutes have a chemical or physico-chemical laboratory
which is at the disposal of the whole institute for such
services as analyses or spectro-photographs, but which is
at the same time expected to cany oiit research on its own
account. Short-term, ad hoc, research is looked upon
with much less favour by the Academy of Medical Sciences
than by the Academy of Agricultural Sciences. The old
men who were the foundation members have had their way.
Research has its eyes on the far horizon, not the^near.
These brief descriptions of the organisation of science
in the Ministries of Agriculture and Health are only
samples from the huge structure of applied science in the
Soviet Union. The Academy of Sciences is unique in
Russia: there is no other scientific body to compare with
it; but the scientific institutes which serve the needs of
agriculture and health have their equivalents in a dozen
other Ministries. Unfortunately, it was not possible
during my stay in Russia (despite dozens of requests on my
part) to secure lists of scientific institutes from other
ministries; but some, idea of the range of institutes in
Moscow may be gained from casual conversations and by
deciphering the abbreviations on the brass plates beside
front doors. The Ministry for Food Industry has scientific
institutes for sugar, canning, and starch products; but the
former Vice-Commissar for Food Industry, though very
friendly, could not arrange for visits to any of these because
they are undergoing repairs and redecorations (a process
known in' Russian as c remont '—a magic word used by
bureaucrats as a polite way to refuse facilities to a foreigner).

